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ABSTRACT

The nontraditional degree program at the Unlver51ty
of Minnesota is located in a traditional setting, but the
participants are exempted from many of the standard graduation
criteria such as fulfillment of language and distribution
requirements. Students' academic success is outlined along with the
results of the study (evaluated by using registration data obtained
from transcripts) (1) to describe and compare the courses and
academic records for students accepted into the program with students
who were not accepted into the program, and (2) to expand the data
based literature concerning the evaluation of nontrad1t10na1 degree
programs. (Author/BB)
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"Abstracg

The present report describes a method for describing students’

in uon~traditional degree programs by using regis-—

academic success
tration data obtained from transcripts, Students admitted into the

newly establishad Bachelor of Wlected Studies Program in the Collage

of Liberal Arts at the Unlversity of Minnesota were compared with
non-admitted students for tha first two quarters after the program
began, Results indicated that although the four most popular depart—

ments were identical for the two groups, the naxt six were different.
A comparison of grade point averages for the two groups of students

differences.
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The growth in the number of non~traditional institutions and non-traditional
logras prograns within established dnstitutions has been both rapid and extensive.’
Tor example, a survey by Givens (1972) described 34 new programs in colleges
throughout the United States.

Hagidly following the development of non-traditional educational wwperioncaes,
concern for the evaluation of such programs has mushroomed, Recent publication.
by Dressel (1971), Houle (1973) and the Commission on Mon-Traditional Study (1973)
have discussed some of the lssues concerning the development and evaluation of non-
traditional educational experiences.

One 0of the many types of programs included under the asgis of non-traditional
cducation is a geneval degree program, which although located in a traditional
setting, is free from many of the graduation criteria such as the fulfillment of
language and distribution requirements. The Bachelor of General Studies at the
University of Michigan and the Bachelor of Elected Studies (BES) at the University
of Minnesota are examples of this type of progran.

! .

Although previous ceports such as those by Morris (1970) and Comstock (1972)
have compared students in these general degree programs with students in regular
degree programs on a number of pre-program ability, attitude, and demographic
variables, little ddta exist to describe and compara the academic performance
and the types of courses students take after the program has bagun.

The objmctives of the present report are as follows: 1) to describe a method
for describing and comparing students' academic success in non-traditional degree .-
programs by using registration data obtained from transcripts; 2) to describe and
compare the coursss and academic records for students accepted into the BES program
at the University of Minnesota with thie students who were not accepted into the
program (hevetofore referred to as Non-BES students); and 3) to expand the data-
based literature concerning the evaluation of non-traditional degree prograws,
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METHOD

When the BES program began dn Winter Quarter of 1972, approxinately. 730
University of Minuegota students had praviously applied for eatrance into thz
program. Since the BES degres was counstdered experimental, the annual limit
for tha number of eutering studants had besn set at 500, lHence, 500 of the
780 studants were raudomly selected for admission into the program; the ro-
walning . students congtituta the Non~-BES couparison group uved in thc preseat
ceport, S

Copies of transcripts for the BES and Non-BUS students were obtained from
ffice of Admissions and Records. At the time the transcripis were ontainad
T, 1977), post-BES data were available on the-'transcci

finter Quarter 72 and Tall Quarter 72).

The transcript data wete coded as completely as possible--including depart-
mant coda, course numbat code, credit code, course type and grade code.

¢
p s for two quarters

" Two computer programs were written to obtain the data for the present report,

The first computer program categorized a students' courses according to dapact-—
nental codes and produced a list of fraquencies and percentages of coutses
takan dn vavious depariments in the Colleze of TLiberal Avts duving Winter and
Spriag Quarters 1972, The sacond computer program categorized a studeats'
courses according to the four distribution catsgories used in the Collegz of
Liberal Arts (Communication, Language and Symbolic Systewms; Physical and Biolo-
gilcal Sciences; Man and Society; and Artistic Expression) and a fifth category

vhich included all courses not included in one of the four distribution categories.

‘he szecond prograam yieldad individual grade point averages (GPA's) for courses
taken in eacn of the five categories; the GPA's for the BES and Non-BES students
vere compared by using a two-sample t—test for independent snmpLea.

RESULTS

The PUS students regilstered for a total of 2,944 courses during Winter and
pring Quarters combinad. The registration percentages for the ten wost populax
departments are Sociology (10.3%), History (7.9%), English (5.2%), Psychology
(h.7%4), Political Science (4.1%), Humanities (3.7%), Physical Education (3.77),
Social Science (3.06%), Philosophy (3.5%), and Anthropology (3.4%).

Tha Non-BES students reglstered for a total of 1,058 enurses during Winter
and Spcing Quarters combined. The registration percentagas for the ten wost
popular departments are Sociology (10.1%), History (7.1%), I'sychology (6.1%),
Fuglish (4.7%), Spaann (4.6%4), Studio Avt (4.1%), LEconomics (3.2%), Speech-
Communication (3.2%), Child Psychology (2.9%) and Music (2.9%). '

The grade point average mesans and standard deviations for the five catepotie

of coursag are as follows: 1) Communication, Language and Symbolic Systemg-—-
Winter, 1972 (BES, X=2.89, §D=.82; Non-ILG, X=2,83, $L=.89) and Spring 1972
(BES, X=2,81, $b=,83; Non~BES, X= 2 54, SD=1,15); 2) Physical and Riological
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ces--tWiatar ]9/') (BES, X=2.89, 8D~ 82; Non-Bis, X=2,82, $D=,60) aad Spoing
(BES, A“L.UL SH=,33; Iou—EL , X=2.36, SD=1,03); 3) xau aud oOLLhty—mginLu”
(5F5, X=2 .93, SD=.78; Nou~-BES, ¥«2.95, SD=.73) and Wintev 1972 (BES, K=2.87,

.79 Mon-BES, X 22,94, SD=.74); 4) Actistle Brpresslon--Winter 1972 (BUS,

b9, SD=, 73 Non=Bis, X«3.12, 8D=,72) and Spring 1972 (BuS, §=n.JJ 5=, 873

wan-BES, ¥a:3,02, 8D=,066) 3 and 5) Othar Courses—-Wintar 1972 (BES, f=$ 1L, Sp=.80;

Non=0gES, ¥=2.98, SD=,92) and Spring 1972 (BUS, 2,98, SD=.81; MNon- PES, N=3.19,
s0=,78), : '
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A comparison of the departmental reglstrations for thae two groups of students‘
- «Q

suzgests that during the first two quarters after the BES degree was initiataed,
tha BES students wevre not greatly different from the group of Non-BES students
The four depavtueats with tha largest percantages were ldentical for the two

proups ol students,

Although differences werz foupnd in the grade point averages batwezan BES and
Noa~BES students for some of the five categorizs of courses, the differancas were
sinall, and with few excaptions, tha differences were not statisiically significant.

Educational Impact of the Study

The adncational dmporvtancs of this study occuns nt gaveral 1L'ela, Tirst,
o
a

the resules of this Taport provide dmportant dfnformatioun to the University ol
Minnesota concerning tha progress of studeats in the new degree program, Second,
the methodology used for examining transcripts in terms of the number of depart—
nental and category registrations providas a model for the investigation of the
typzs of programs students develop in non-traditional degree programs. Third,

the results of the study provide the beginning of a set of comprehansive avalua-
tion data regarding an -avea which, because of the relative newnass of non-tradi-
tional degroa programs, suffers from a pauclty of d ata concerning acadeni; success
and program planning of students in such programs,
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